[Color Doppler evaluation of a specific left ventricular flow pattern in a case of left ventricular pseudoaneurysm].
This report describes a case of left ventricular pseudoaneurysm examined by phonocardiography, two-dimensional echocardiography, Doppler color flow mapping, continuous wave and conventional pulsed Doppler echocardiography. The patient had early systolic and early diastolic murmurs. The pseudoaneurysm sac and the site of left ventricular rupture were identified by two-dimensional echocardiography. The flow between the left ventricle and the pseudoaneurysm were imaged by Doppler color flow mapping. Two jets from the left ventricle were directed toward the aneurysm during systole, and from the aneurysm toward the left ventricle in early diastole. Continuous wave Doppler and high pulse repetition frequency Doppler echocardiography demonstrated the maximum flow velocity in systole to be 3 m/sec and in early diastole, 1.7 m/sec. Those flow patterns between the left ventricle and the pseudoaneurysm could have been closely related to the murmur. Doppler echocardiography thus proved useful for detecting specific flow patterns related to a left ventricular pseudoaneurysm.